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Abstract

Ancient Tamil literature dating back over 2,000 years praises the Kongu Vellalars,
referring to them as “Vel” and “Velir.” The Kongu Vellalars take pride in associating
themselves with the term “Velanmai,” which denotes benevolence and service to others, and
in naming their region “Kongu Nadu” by combining this concept with the name of their
land. Traditionally, the Vellalars possessed the right to crown kings and to grant
endowments or gifts. They were known for their protective nature, safeguarding people, land,
and carttle. Because of this quality, they were referred to as “Kamindar” by other
communities. Over time, this term evolved into “Gounder,” a title that continues to be in use
today. Compared to other communities, the Kongu Vellalars maintain distinct customs,
rituals, and social practices, many of which are still followed today, as evidenced by field
studies. They are known for their strong sense of kinship and for leading lives rooted in love
and virtue. They preserve and honor their lineage and clan deities, passing these traditions
on to the younger generation. Despite significant advancements in medicine, science, and
technology, field research indicates that a primary focus of the Kongu Vellalars remains the
preservation and transmission of their ancestral customs, culture, and beliefs to future
generations.
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Gesueir  steormytd  Gsuertii ersorgyd 2000 Yo BHEBSSG wpDLIL L (ZVSEUWIBIST
BTG Ceuemmearigsewer ADLUILIESIL LTHBDS.  CIBETEIS  CeUTTOTI BT 2 LIGTTLD
wpmIh  LIDIESSG 2SSV eTeTm) CIITIEOTLIRL G TenTewLy 6T6iTe) LD  GlFTeVasmsor
SBISNMS) [BTL Q6T (I LIGHUITET CIBTEIG 6TaTeQ/d GlLwpshes Lior  GCeuermeri
6TITEYLD  ClIwIswT (WIS S5/% CIHTT(H) CIBETBIG UGN 6T60T Y UpddsLiLI(He)FsV
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plapalh@ uflsTrbissr 6Fiigs) o peaierisefl b 2 fleww wHmId wAwuTeNHew
CuenflEsEThH0 GCUITEHTH LITLEHMET (LPHETLD  LITUTS ClBTeT(H6Tarssi. 9bdbevT
VTS FLEBIG (PpewDHewerGu Clarhi@ Geusmreriser eyhpmeri. Clarhi@ Geuermeri
BBIG6T @GSN @G6r LswTLTHm wewpuilsy Gurmefily o gai 6Fg 6&TareuGsrH
gewlp ereflil  0&HEHSGD, BTy UBSUTHEHHGD @)VM) 6THTH Fn DTV 2 H6LD
WTLILITBIE 2 6L WeuikseT peui. Olarmig Geusrrerissr Uply 6srimd @mpiiy
UHT SBIHENTH PUpbs LTUTL 1960 Fmbg ellarmidl @)HbHOTT 6TTLINS ST ule)
wHmib FAev Bri@lymeilwsy HMlepissr wHMID ST Ylley HYBlepTHarTeid mMlw
CEELETR
Q&sriig Cavermearari euysOTm
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alll_Leri. HAevrgd CrisTentsd WOHMID ST YUISTTEID, UFeOTHM| OlFIFlHemTTeYID
2 _GRTEMLOWITET euFeTHWemesr @)eTewmwl HTVSEL L g CFihs GlEmmi@ Geusrmeriasr
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CarEIg Calerrenrd HeayewrTL_iseafler FAmLiLjssr
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Qarens sansOs@lllearuy Curssd GasrmgE Coauarrerissr 3.255675LD
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ULPSHBHPSESBISDET  LISTUDMIUSET  CLPeULD  SHBIGETEH|  HMOWPDWTETSI  Fmbhs
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Smil Cxil FTihS LILPIHEEH6LHdMhIS6T
sMmeymm OCluentenflest afi 1960 QT FTihs STUTBIGST HBHTaugl Gleunplensv
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Umpbgmev o 1 6br Umbgeuiaserflesr IHUBSSHILD 6TETD BLDLiGenasem
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